Medicus 1
Involvement
Another academic year is drawing to a close and with it comes the change of MSAND representatives. A new, fresh faced team, who are full of enthusiasm and great ideas for the future of MSAND have been voted in by their peers. Some come with extensive and diverse experience, for most a Medical Society is a new challenge to conquer. 
It is an honour to be elected as the President of this young but successful Medical Society. I am looking forward to working with the new committee in 2011, facing both the triumphs and challenges that are inevitable!
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Chantelle Ruoss and the outgoing committee in ensuring 2010 has been a successful year, thoroughly enjoyed by MSAND members.  Their hard work, dedication and perseverance has not passed unnoticed, it is very much appreciated. They have excelled in running diverse events, advocating on behalf of their constituents and further developing the professionalism of MSAND.
I have taken the up the role of President in very exciting times, there is a plethora of opportunities for medical students from both Western Australian universities to get involved in! 
Firstly, why get involved in your university, medical or community at large?
It is an amazing way to meet likeminded people, of all ages and from all over Australia. Meeting new people with different ideas and perspectives is a beneficial way to expand your worldview. It also gives you the chance to become informed of and engaged with the issues that affect you, now and into the future. In the process you’re provided with a forum to voice your opinions and gain support of these opinions. The more people advocating in unity for important issues at medical school, the wider medical profession and society at large, the more possibility of creating positive and effective change. Furthermore, you are instilled with honour and pride of the community when you have achieved change. Pride in a community is essential, it exudes a confidence about the community, their objectives and it is contagious. 
Most importantly, being involved is enjoyable! 
As previously mentioned, there are numerous opportunities for WA medical students to be involved in their medical community. I’d like to congratulate the 2011 AMSA executive, led by Rob Marshall. Being based here in Perth, WA medical students have direct access to members of the AMSA executive, hopefully this increases engagement with important issues.
Also, the 2012 AMSA National Convention will be in Perth! This is a chance to assist in the organisation of an academic and social event bringing together medical students from across Australia!
Also, there are opportunities to join subcommittees at your Medical Society. Even being an active member of a Medical Society or the AMA is a way of contributing to positive change.
Whether it is through AMSA, your Medial Society, the AMA or your local community, I urge you to be involved, you’ll be surprised how much you will benefit!
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