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First of all I’d like to congratulate the 
graduating class of 2009. They have reached 
the end of their long journey as medical 
students and the next leg is about to begin. On 
behalf of myself and the incoming WAMSS 
committee I’d like to wish them the best of 
luck in all of their future endeavours. 
A few days ago we officially took up our posts 
on the WAMSS committee. When assuming 
control of an organisation like WAMSS it’s 
important to give consideration to what you 
want to achieve from your year in office. 
WAMSS exists for two main reasons: 1) 
to advocate for students and work with the 
faculty in improve the quality of education 
and 2) to promote mental health and 
wellbeing (a personal priority of mine) 
through outlets provided by various portfolios 
and events that we run. These will be our 
priority areas for 2010. 
In 2009 we conducted the Aboriginal Health 
Survey in association with the UWA Centre 
of Aboriginal Medical and Dental Health 
(CAMDH) to evaluate student opinions 
about the teaching of this subject area. We 
will continue to work with CAMDH and 

the faculty of medicine to compile the data 
and use it to improve the Indigenous health 
curriculum.
A life in the medical profession - and indeed 
as a medical student - is uniquely stressful 
when compared to other professions and 
degrees. This year WAMSS will be conducting 
a Wellbeing seminar with the goal of teaching 
students the coping strategies required to 
deal with the stressful situations to which 
we are all exposed and how to maintain a 
balanced lifestyle. It is a way for WAMSS to 
benefit its members for the rest of their lives 
and will serve as an excellent addition to our 
wellbeing portfolio coordinated by Wellbeing 
Officer Izaac Lim. 
New positions have been added to the 
WAMSS committee in 2010: Daniel Hunt 
and Daniela Sabbioni are our two Indigenous 
representatives who will represent medical 
students of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander descent on Indigenous issues, 
promote awareness of these issues and also 
run WAMSS events in support of the national 
Close the Gap campaign. 
Another position is the role of environment 

officer with Dane Brookes in office for 2010. 
Many people in the medical profession 
are passionate about the environment as 
evidenced by groups such as Doctors for the 
Environment, however there has been limited 
official medical student action in WA until 
now. Dane’s initial tasks will be to educate 
medical students on environmental issues and 
to establish and promote environmentally-
friendly practices within WAMSS.
The year ahead is a big one for WAMSS with 
much work to build on and many new projects 
to get under way. 
Notable among these is the revival of the 
WAMSS Revue, the annual theatrical 
production. An enthusiastic bunch of students, 
too many to name here, are bringing this 
tradition back to life in what is shaping up to 
be the comedy event of our calendar. 
With a new committee full of many talented 
and capable young minds, course restructure 
just around the corner and many new projects 
in the cauldron, there’s never been a more 
exciting time to be President. 
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New projects add to exciting workload for 2010

The end of the academic year signifies a great 
deal of things for students; most notably 
it is a relief from study and indicates that 
holidays are upon us. For some this entails 
travel, either for recreation or to re-connect 
with family, for others it means working or 
relaxing at home and for the lucky fourth 
year cohort it means electives and graduating 
as fully-fledged doctors. 
Nepal, Cambodia, Canada and Finland are 
merely some of the exotic destinations our 
fourth years have taken to in search of 
new and exciting adventures. The facebook 
profiles and photos indicate many a cultural 
experience, whether it be overcoming 
language barriers, observing interesting 
medical cases, battling snowstorms or eating 
tarantulas!
Electives provide a broadened outlook into 
the world of medicine, particularly into 

varying practices and working conditions, 
new cultures or rural and remote life. Each 
presents new challenges, the acquisition of 
new skills but also a memorable experience 
individual to each student. 
While students are required to complete an 
elective as part of their final year of study, 
many take the opportunity to incorporate 
this experience into their summer holidays 
throughout their years of study. 
Vision Vietnam is an initiative that has 
run for the past four years. Five students 
predominantly from first and second 
year, travel to Vietnam providing medical 
supplies and support to some of the most 
impoverished and under-serviced areas in 
Vietnam. It is an exciting few weeks that also 
provides the opportunity for students to relax 
and enjoy the sights of Vietnam.
The years pass by ever so quickly to a stage 

where ND is set to take on its sixth cohort 
of first years in 2010. Preparations for the 
incoming 2010 cohort are in full swing as 
MSAND is busy organising welcome packs, 
flyers and the annual O-Camp. On the flip 
side, the fourth years are celebrating their 
fantastic achievements with a graduation 
ceremony and dinner, before departing to 
commence their positions as interns around 
the country.
On behalf of all MSAND members, I would 
like to say thank you to the graduating class 
of 2009. Without their large contributions 
and dedication to developing MSAND, 
it would not be the steadfast and sleek 
organisation that is today. Secondly, 
congratulations! We wish you all the best 
as you commence your careers as successful 
doctors!
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